


Engagement with the Public

BBF Cinsight consists of the following:

* short content advice on film posters,
some film advertising and video packaging,
for example:

* more detailed information, aimed
particularly at parents, found on our website
and free App

BBFCinsight is a short description of the
issues found in a film or video work. It
explains why an individual title received a
particular classification. It highlights the key
issues in a film, and gives examples of the
content in the film, avoiding where possible
any potential plot spoilers.

BBFCinsight also notes any other issues that
might be important for parents, or those
wishing to take younger viewers to see a
film. This may include, for example, themes
of divorce or bereavement, a film’s overall
suitability for family viewing and the likely
familiarity of the audience with the film’s
source material or cast.

We encourage viewers to check BBFCinsight
for a clear idea of the issues a work contains.



Websites

BBFC Website - www.bbfc.co.uk
Our website gives detailed information about
every classification decision.

The website includes an online version of
our Guidelines, detailed information about
the different classifications, a library of our
research, education tools and resources for
use in the classroom and independent study,
and a media centre including news and
press releases.

Children’s BBFC - www.cbbfc.co.uk

This website offers children clear information
about how age classifications work and

our role and history. It includes interactive
elements, and material especially adapted for
younger filmgoers and families.

The site also has an area for adults which
contains information about BBFCinsight, the
classification categories and details of our
education and outreach work (for example,
video conferencing) for schools.



BBFC App

We have a free App available to download for
iOS and Android devices. It lets users check
the latest film and video classifications on the
go, along with BBFCinsight.

Twitter

We regularly update our Twitter account,
@BBFC, with BBFC news and the latest film
and video classifications.
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Newsletters

We produce regular newsletters for the
industry, for those involved in education and
for the general public. These give details
about recent BBFC classification decisions as
well as our resources, workshops and events.
To sign up for any of the newsletters visit
www.bbfc.co.uk.

Podcasts

We produce themed podcasts which
feature guest interviews, discussion of
recent decisions and current classification
issues. The podcasts can be downloaded
from the website.



Feedback

feedback@bbfc.co.uk
Director’s Office,
BBFC, 3 Soho Square, London,
WI1D 3HD

www.bbfc.co.uk
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Annexe

Legal Considerations

The following legislation is not listed according to
chronology or importance. Instead, it reflects a useful
way of explaining the structure of the legal framework
that applies to our work.

The Licensing Act 2003 - England and Wales

Cinemas (Northern Ireland) (Order 1991) -
Northern Ireland

Cinemas Act 1985 - Scotland

Cinemas require a licence from the local authority

in which they operate. The licence must include a
condition requiring the admission of children (anyone
under 18) to any film to be restricted in accordance
with our recommendations or those of the licensing
authority. One of the key reasons for the licensing
requirement is the protection of children, including
from potentially harmful content in films.

The Video Recordings Act 1984

Video works (including films, TV programmes and
some video games) which are supplied on a disc,
tape or any other device capable of storing data
electronically must have a BBFC classification unless
they fall within the definition of an exempted work.

When considering whether to award a certificate to

a work, or whether a work is suitable at a particular
category, we are required by the Act to have special
regard to the likelihood of works being viewed in the
home, and to any harm that may be caused to potential
viewers or, through their behaviour, to society by the
manner in which the work deals with:

* criminal behaviour
+ illegal drugs

¢ violent behaviour or incidents

* horrific behaviour or incidents
* human sexual activity

In considering these issues we have in mind the
possible effect not only on children but also on other
vulnerable people.

The Obscene Publications Act 1959 & 1964
- England and Wales

The Obscene Publications Act 1857 -
Northern Ireland

The Civic Government (Scotland)
Act 1982 - Scotland

It is illegal to publish a work which is obscene. A work
is obscene if, taken as a whole, it has a tendency to
deprave and corrupt a significant proportion of those
likely to see it. Under the Obscene Publications Act
1959, no offence is committed if publication is justified
as being for the public good on the grounds that it is
in the interests of science, art, literature or learning or
other objects of general concern.

In Scotland, case law implies a similar test would be
applied. In Northern Ireland, while there is no express
defence of “public good” it is likely that English law
would be taken into consideration.

Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008
- England, Northern Ireland and Wales

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland)
Act 2010 / Civic Government (Scotland) Act
1982 - Scotland

It is illegal to be in possession of an extreme
pornographic image. Under the Criminal Justice and

Immigration Act 2008 an extreme pornographic image
is one which is pornographic and grossly offensive,



disgusting or otherwise of an obscene character, which
features an apparently real person, and which portrays,
in an explicit and realistic way, an act which:

* threatens a person’s life

* results, or is likely to result, in serious injury to a
person’s anus, breasts or genitals

* involves sexual interference with a human corpse
* involves bestiality

In Scotland, the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982,
includes as “extreme” for the purpose “an act which
takes or threatens a person’s life” and “rape or other
non-consensual penetrative activity”.

Works we classify under the Video Recordings Act are
excluded from the scope of the offence across the UK.

The Protection of Children Act 1978 -
England and Wales

Protection of Children (Northern Ireland)
Order 1978 — Northern Ireland

Civic Government (Scotland)
Act 1982 - Scotland

It is illegal to make, distribute, show or possess
indecent photographs or pseudo-photographs of a
child. It is also illegal to make, distribute, show or
possess indecent images of children which have been
derived from a photograph or pseudo-photograph
(for example, by tracing). Offences relating to the
possession of such images are contained within

the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (England, Wales and
Scotland), and the Criminal Justice (Evidence, Etc.)
(Northern Ireland) Order 1988. A child is defined as a
person under the age of 18.

The Coroners and Justice Act 2009 -
England, Northern Ireland and Wales

The Criminal Justice and Licensing Act
2010 - Scotland

It is illegal to be in possession of a prohibited

image of a child. A prohibited image of a child is

a non-photographic or non-pseudo-photographic
image which is pornographic and grossly offensive,
disgusting, or otherwise of an obscene character, and
which focuses solely or principally on a child’s genitals
or anal region, or which portrays specified sexual

acts by, of, or in the presence of a child, including
masturbation, oral sex or penetration, including sexual
acts with animals. A child is defined as being under

18 and an image of a child or other person can include
imaginary representations. Works we classify under
the Video Recordings Act are excluded from the scope
of the offence unless images have been extracted from
such works for the purpose of sexual arousal.

The Sexual Offences Act 2003

It is illegal to expose oneself with intent to cause alarm
or distress — this offence augments the common law
misdemeanour of indecent exposure. The Act also
prohibits a person recording the private act of another,
where the intention of the recording is for the sexual
gratification of himself or a third party and where the
recorded party has not consented to so being filmed.

The Public Order Act 1986 - England,
Scotland and Wales

The Public Order (Northern Ireland)
Order 1987 — Northern Ireland

It is illegal to distribute, show or play to the public
a recording of visual images or sounds which are
threatening, abusive or insulting if the intention is



to stir up racial hatred or hatred on the grounds of
sexual orientation, or if racial hatred or hatred on the
grounds of sexual orientation is likely to be stirred

up. It is also illegal to distribute, show or play to the
public a recording of visual images or sounds which are
threatening if the intention is to stir up religious hatred.

In Northern Ireland the relevant group of persons

may be defined not only by colour, race, nationality or
ethnic or national origins, but also by “religious belief”
or “sexual orientation” or “disability”.

In Scotland, the communication of material that is
threatening and is intended to stir up hatred on
religious grounds is an offence under the Offensive
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications
(Scotland) Act 2012.

The Cinematograph Films

(Animals) Act 1937

It is illegal to show any scene “organised or directed”
for the purposes of the film that involves actual cruelty
to animals. This Act applies to the exhibition of films in
public cinemas but we also apply the same test to video
works. For the purposes of this legislation and The
Animal Welfare Act 2006, only vertebrates which are
domesticated or otherwise under the control of man are
defined as “animals”.

The Animal Welfaxe Act 2006 —
England and Wales

The Welfare of Animals Act (Northern
Ireland) 2011 - Northern Ireland

The Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland)
Act 2006 — Scotland

It is illegal to supply, publish or show or possess with
intent to supply a video recording of an “animal fight”
that has taken place within the UK since 6 April 2007.

The Tobacco Advertising and
Promotion Act 2002

It is illegal, in the course of a business, to publish a
tobacco advertisement.

Blasphemy

In Scotland and Northern Ireland, the common law
crime of blasphemy exists but has not been utilised
for prosecution in modern times. The offences of
blasphemy and blasphemous libel under the common
law of England and Wales were abolished in The
Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008.

Human Rights Act 1998

The Act permits such restrictions on freedom of
expression as are prescribed by law and are necessary
in a democratic society, in the interests of national
security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the
prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of
health or morals, for the protection of the reputation

or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of
information received in confidence, or for maintaining
the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.

Other unlawful material

In carrying out its responsibilities, we will have regard
to whether the material itself appears to be unlawful in
the United Kingdom, or has arisen from the commission
of an unlawful act.
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